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" Oh, all kinds. For some of us, direct action in our constituencies - influential voters whom they can turn against us, mayors, sub-prefects. For others, the press. In my case, for example, they will try particularly to get at me through the newspapers."
" They will try, you say ? Does that mean you intend
,	»
" Yes, I can't avoid it. I gave notice to raise the question the other day."
" But what are you going to let yourself in for, my dear ? The papers, especially - that will be a bad business. You need their support."
Germaine, who knew very well that her connection with Gurau was public property, already saw herself the object of attack in the smaller papers, or pointed out to the critics in a discreet conspiracy of silence.
" It can't be helped. I'm not doing this light-heartedly; I'm compelled to do it."
" By whom ? "
" Because somebody has to do it sooner or later. Besides, it was into my hands that the case was put."
" Why was it put into your hands ? May it not be a trap ? "
" Certainly not. This good fellow has gone to the trouble of getting up the case for the past six months, perhaps. Besides, it's extremely well done. It's unanswerable, crushing. He must have a bachelor's degree at least, in law or in science. The civil service is full of well-educated men nowadays. You may tell me that he should have gone to his own deputy. But I couldn't very well tell him so. On the contrary, I had to thank him for the honour he was doing me. . . ."
"You're joking."
" Not at all. This boy is still at the age when one believes in such things. He admires me. He regards me as an honest, courageous man. FI had referred him to the deputy for his own constituency, he would have told me, in the first place, that a Parisian does not think the same of his

